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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 00914 211710Z 

47 

ACTION SCS-03 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO PPT-01 SCA-01 L-02 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 FBIE-00 SY-04 PA-01 PRS-01 SSO-OO 

INRE-00 /030W 

1 1 1270 

OR211643Z IAN 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

SECSTATE WASHDC 2459 

INFO USIA WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 0914 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: CASC SY 

SUB J : DETENTION OF AP CORRESPONDENT LUDINGTON 

REF: DAMASCUS 221 

LUDINGTON CALLED AP OFFICE FROM CHTAURA ABOUT 1900 

JAN 21 TO CONFIRM HE HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO EXIT 

SYRIA ON SECOND ATTEMPT AT BORDER. HE SUBSEQUENTLY 

ARRIVED SAFELY IN BEIRUT. HE REPORTED TO AP COLLEAGUES 

HE WAS HELD FOR THREE DAYS IN DAMASCUS CELL OCCUPIED MOSTLY 

BY PFLP MEMBERS, ONE OF WHOM SAID HE HAD SHARED CELL IN 

SAME SYRIAN PRISON LAST SUMMER WITH THEN MISSING SUBSEQUENTLY 

RETURNED, EDITOR MICHEL ABOU JAOUDE. LUDINGTON SAYS HE SLEPT ON 

CONCRETE FLOOR, WAS NOT ABLE TO SHOWER, AND WAS STRUCK ONCE ACROSS 

BARE FOOT BY RUBBER HOSE DURING INTERROGATION. OTHERWISE NOT 

MISTREATED. AP BUREAU MANAGER HAWKINS INDICATES 

SOMEWHAT VAGUELY THAT THEY PROBABLY WILL DO STORY 

ON LUDINGTON'S EXPERIENCES "AFTER HE TAKES THE DAY 

OFF TODAY TO CATCH UP ON SLEEP.". 

GODLEY 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: johnsorg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT00914 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750022-0868 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 35/aaaabepj. tel 

Line Count: 51 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 DAMASCUS 221 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: johnsorg 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 AUG 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <08 DEC 2003 by johnsorg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DETENTION OF AP CORRESPONDENT LUDINGTON 
TAGS: CASC, SY, (LUDINGTON, NICK) 

To: DAMASCUS STATE 
Type: TE 
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